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COTTON GIN EQUIPMENT - UNITED STATES 
1967 


SUMMARY 


The trend toward fewer gin batteries continues in the cotton ginning 
industry of the United States, according to the Department of Agriculture, 
Consumer and Marketing Service. Further improvements in ginning technology 
and more facilities for cleaning and drying have been associated to a large 
degree with the major transition. .to mechanical harvesting of the crop. 
Changes in marketing and processing of cotton have also influenced the de- 
velopment and installation of ginning and related equipment. The trend to- 
ward fewer gin batteries is due largely to the high cost of both original 
and replacement equipment, particularly for the modern high-capacity gins. 
This report presents in tabular form specified types of equipment and ma- 
chinery in cotton gins in the United States at the beginning of the 1967-68 
cotton season. 


Gin equipment data are presented in this report in five groups of three 
tables each. The first group of three tables covers equipment by states and 
the United States. The other four groups of tables present ginning data by 
classing office territories and states in each of the four geographical areas 
of the Cotton Belt. 


The number of active gin batteries decreased nearly 13 percent in the 
last five years. There were about 4,700 gin batteries in July 1967 compared 
with 5,400 in July 1962. The largest decrease in gin batteries, by geographic 
area, occurred in the southeastern area of the belt with 263 fewer batteries 
in 1967 than in 1962. The smallest decrease was in the western area where 
there were 95 fewer batteries. 


The proportion of active gin batteries in the United States equipped 
with lint cleaners increased from 93 percent in 1962 to 98 percent in 1967. 
There was also an appreciable increase in the number of gins having multiple 
stages of lint cleaning. Approximately three-fourths of all gins with lint 
cleaners have two or more stages of lint cleaning against two-thirds in 1962. 


Seed cotton cleaning equipment above the distributor has increased sub- 
stantially since 1962. The most significant increase has been in the instal- 
lation of stick and green leaf machines. The proportion of all gin batteries 
having this cleaning equipment increased from 25 percent in 1962 to 49 percent 
in 1967. The installation of other seed cotton cleaning equipment such as 
magnets and green boll traps also increased during this period. The propor- 
tion of gins equipped with bur extractors decreased slightly. 


Seed cotton drying equipment is now installed in 99 percent of all gin 
batteries in the United States, as compared with 96 percent in 1962. Over 
two-thirds of the gins with driers now have two or more stages of drying com- 
pared with a little over one-half in 1962. 
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